Understanding Fast Spanish

Languages

Why native speech sounds faster than the textbook, and what to train.

Spanish links words across boundaries far more than English does.

What happens

Vowels merge across words: la agua - 'lagua’

Final s weakens in the Caribbean and Andalusia

What to train

Final d nearly disappears: usted - 'usté'

Words run into one long stream

Listen to the same clip five times

Slow the audio to 0.75x, not 0.5x

Fastest wins

Read the transcript, then listen again

Shadow — speak along a half-second behind

Learn the 100 commonest words cold

Prefer content you would watch anyway

Accept understanding 60% at first

Comprehension lags production by a long way, and that is normal. It is
the skill that needs the most raw hours.
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