Greetings & Courtesy

Languages

What to say when, and the formality that decides between tu and usted.

Formality is a real distinction, not an optional politeness.

Greetings

Buenos dias - until midday

Buenas noches - evening and night

¢Como esta usted? - formal

Courtesy

Buenas tardes - until dark

¢Qué tal? - informal how are you

Por favor
De nada - you're welcome

Con permiso - excuse me, passing

Farewells

Gracias / Muchas gracias

Perdon - sorry, excuse me

Adios

Hasta manana

Hasta luego - most common

Nos vemos

Hasta luego is used far more than adios in everyday Spain — adios can

sound quite final.
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