Transpositions

Chess
How different move orders reach the same position, and why it matters.

A transposition is reaching a known position by a different
move order. It lets players avoid lines they dislike, and traps
opponents who have memorised only one sequence.

OPENINGS ARE NOT
positions move sequences

® 1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 d5 reaches a Queen's Gambit Declined.

® 1.Nf3 can transpose into almost any queen's pawn opening.

® Move-order tricks avoid an opponent's preparation.

® Memorising sequences without positions leaves you lost after a transposition.
® Understanding the resulting structure is what transfers.

® Databases index by position, precisely for this reason.
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The English can transpose into the Queen's Gambit, the Réti or a reversed
icili ing on Black

This is the strongest argument for learning plans over lines: plans
survive transposition; memorised sequences do not.
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